Motor unit number estimation: new techniques and new uses.
MUNE is a unique neurophysiologic tool because it can quantitatively estimate the number of motor neurons innervating a muscle or group of muscles. All other neurophysiologic techniques are influenced by collateral reinnervation and provide only a qualitative estimate of motor unit loss. Further, the S-MUPs obtained with MUNE provide quantitative information about the whole motor unit. Other routine neurophysiologic techniques provide information restricted to a portion of the motor unit. These unique features of MUNE have been applied to neurogenic disorders to yield a better understanding of disease processes. Various modifications are being developed that will provide more data and ease of use. It is anticipated that the availability of MUNE on EMG machines will grow and it use will expand from a research tool to a routine neurophysiologic test.